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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2474 (Simitian) 

Antifreeze Bittering Agent

Summary: 


AB 2474 requires that a chemical agent be put into any engine coolant or  antifreeze containing ethylene glycol that is sold in California retail markets to add a bitter taste to prevent accidental poisonings of children, pets, and wildlife.

What the bill does: 
AB 2474 requires that Denatonium Benzoate, or comparable bittering agent, be added to any engine coolant or antifreeze sold in California after July 1, 2003, that contains more than 10% ethylene glycol. Ethylene glycol is a toxic substance that has a naturally sweet taste. Denatonium Benzoate is a generic chemical that has been found to be very effective in making substances unpalatable.

Antifreeze containing ethylene glycol has been a common culprit in accidental child and animal poisonings.  California Poison Control Services reported that in 2000, there were 66 accidental poisons resulting from the ingestion of antifreeze by children age 12 and under.   It is estimated that 90,000 pets and animals die each year from ingesting ethylene glycol-based antifreeze.  Similar to a 10-year-old Oregon law, AB 2474 will discourage young children and pets from drinking the softdrink-colored antifreeze at a cost of only a few pennies per container.

The legislation, which has the support of the California Medical Association, the Sierra Club, and the Doris Day Animal League was suggested by a constituent in the 21st Assembly District to protect young children, pets, and wildlife.

Staff Contact:  Priscilla Ouchida (priscilla.ouchida@asm.ca.gov)
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