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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 1187 (Simitian) 

Household Hazardous Waste

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 1187, establishes provisions to make recycling Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) easier and more affordable for individuals and local communities. In addition, it allows the approved oil recycling centers to collect more than 20 gallons of used oil per individual and seeks to hold accountable non-registered haulers of used tires who are in violation of State law.

What the bill does: 

AB 1187 allows used oil recycling centers to collect more than 20 gallons of used oil from an individual provided the collection center has received permission from the Department of Toxic Substances Control. Ease and convenience are often the key to boosting recycling rates. This bill increases the amount of oil that can be collected and recycled by making it easier and more convenient to do so.

AB 1187 also allows a substantial increase in funding for the California Integrated Waste Management Board’s local government HHW grant program.  The current program cap is $3 million dollars; the new cap will be $5 million dollars. This is important because collecting and recycling HHW is expensive for local governments and imposing the real cost on residents who drop off HHW can be a deterrent to safe disposal and recycling.  Increased grants to local government will increase the amount of HHW that is collected for recycling and reduce the amount of HHW that is improperly disposed in the environment.

Finally, AB 1187 closes a loophole in current law that allows unregistered tire haulers to avoid compliance with State laws designed to protect public health and safety.  Now, both registered and unregistered tire haulers can be sited for violating these important laws.
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