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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2472 (Simitian) 

Non-Toxic and Least Toxic Alternatives to Pesticides

Summary: 



This bill directs the California Department of General Services to procure grant funding to implement a demonstration program using non-toxic and least toxic alternatives for integrated pest management at the Capitol complex.  The purpose of the bill is to protect public health by reducing the amount of toxic chemicals introduced into the state facilities and grounds.

What the bill does: 
This bill directs the California Department of General Services (DGS) to procure grant funding from whatever sources may be available (i.e. state or federal government, or private sources) to implement a demonstration project to reduce the use of pesticides in the “Capitol Grounds.”   DGS will pursue grant funding until received or through 2005.  This integrated pest management (IPM) program would proceed using IPM as defined in the Healthy Schools Act of 2000.  

This program will be implemented in the geographic area known as the "State Capitol Park" or "State Capitol Grounds" and includes the area located in the blocks bounded by 9th and 15th, L and N Streets. The historic Capitol and the State Library and Courts buildings are included in the demonstration project.

Advantages to using non- and least toxic alternatives are numerous.  Primary concerns about toxics use include potential adverse effects on human health, degradation of water quality, and damage to wildlife and wildlife habitat.  This project would have a strong, positive, direct effect on human health by reducing exposure to toxics for Capitol employees and visitors.   Decreasing the use of toxics will slow the decline of water quality and wildlife habitat.   

The program will commence once grant money is procured.   After six months, DGS will prepare a progress report for the Legislature that outlines their experience using least toxic alternatives.  
Staff Contact:   Gayle Eads (gayle.eads@asm.ca.gov)
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