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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2760 (Simitian) 

Catastrophic Events:

Expedited Congressional Elections

Summary: 


AB 2760 will promote continuity of government in the face of a natural disaster, act of war or other catastrophic event. It provides for expedited Congressional elections if 25% of the United States Congress or the California Congressional delegation are killed, missing, or disabled.

What the bill does: 
AB 2760 ensures that California is prepared to hold expedited Congressional elections if there is a catastrophic event (e.g., terrorist act or act of war) that leads to 25% of the United States Congress or 25% of the California Congressional delegation being killed, missing, or disabled. In the event of an act of this nature, the ability to convene a working Congress in a timely fashion may prove critical to national security, public confidence, and/or economic recovery. An established expedited Congressional election process will help to ensure our democracy stays strong in the aftermath of a natural disaster or act of war. 

Under existing State law Congressional vacancies are filled by special election, which take about four months. A runoff election adds an additional two months to that process. Under the above described circumstances, AB 2760 allows the Governor 7 days in which to issue a resolution calling for an election and provides County Registrars of Voters just 60 days in which to prepare for and actually hold an election. There would not be a run-off election; the top vote getter in the expedited election would simply be declared the winner. 

These tight timelines reflect the necessity for prompt action given the severe loss of life triggering the application of AB 2760’s provisions. One of the lessons learned as a result of the September 11 terrorist attacks is that, in the aftermath of a catastrophic event, having established processes in place to ensure the continuity of government can help maintain order, allow for a quick response and sustain public confidence.
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