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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2791 (Simitian) 

Residents’ Rights

Summary: 


AB 2791 requires skilled nursing and intermediate care facilities to include training on preventing, recognizing, and reporting residents’ rights violations. The bill also updates the scope of residents’ rights to include other rights in state and federal regulation in addition to those currently enumerated in the Patients Bill of Rights. With an expanding elderly population and diminishing state resources, taking these actions will help ensure that residents’ rights are protected and respected. 


What the bill does: 
AB 2791 requires skilled nursing and intermediate care facilities to include one hour of classroom training on preventing, recognizing, and reporting residents’ rights violations within the requirements of the pre-certification training program for nursing assistants. Additionally, it requires instruction on preventing, recognizing, and reporting residents’ rights violations to be included within the minimum fours hours of instruction on resident abuse in the continuing education/in-service training requirements for nursing assistants.

AB 2791 also updates residents’ rights recognized in Health and Safety Code 1430(b) to include all residents’ rights set forth in state and federal law and regulations.

Given the increasing number of complaints and citations against nursing homes, which are tracked by the Department of Health Services as well as the Long-Term Care Ombudsman office, greater education on how to prevent, recognize and report  residents’ rights violations is needed. AB 2791 will help compel compliance with residents’ rights, which are fundamental to every resident’s daily life.

AB 2791 has support from the following organizations:

AARP California

Bet Tzedek Legal Services

California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform

California Association of Health Facilities

California Senior Legislature

Consumer Attorneys of America

County of Santa Cruz, Board of Supervisors

L.A. Metro Multi-Disciplinary Team

National Senior Citizens Law Center

Ombudsman/Advocate of San Benito and Santa Cruz Counties

Protect Our Parents

Staff Contact: Lark Park (lark.park@asm.ca.gov)
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