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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2831 (Simitian) 

Health Records

Summary: 


AB 2831 makes it easier and quicker for women to get access to lab test results by adding e-mail and internet postings as patient-approved options for sharing pap smear test results with patients. The bill allows a woman to access her pap smear test results online if she has authorized the posting. Internet posting is optional, and the decision is at the discretion of the patient and her physician and cannot be used to notify a patient of a malignancy. Test results must be in plain English, and no fee can be charged for online access to the information.

What the bill does: 
Under current law, a patient must be informed of her pap smear test results.  AB 2831 simply allows the patient to obtain the test results online. For some patients electronic notice is more than a matter of simple preference.  Those who are deaf or hearing impaired may find that e-mail is the best and most private means of communication. Others who travel frequently on business or have busy schedules, may find that electronic notice is the only timely way to reach them. 

Online postings of test results are subject to the following conditions:  (1) the patient must request test results be posted, (2) the physician must approve posting of the results, and (3) notification of test results that indicate malignancies or other sensitive results would not be permissible via e-mail or the internet. Postings must comply with federal and state privacy laws.

Internet-based services enable patients to quickly and conveniently communicate with their primary care physician, access medical records, and conduct health care transactions, such as scheduling appointments. State law already allows patients to access some test results over the internet. AB 2831 expands the menu of current test results that may be accessed online to include pap smear tests. 
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