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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2844 (Simitian) 

San Mateo County Open Space and 

Agricultural Preservation Program

Summary: 


AB 2844 creates a new funding mechanism to sponsor conservation, preservation, improvement, maintenance, and continued existence of open space lands in San Mateo County.

Under AB 2844, nonprofit land trusts who lease their lands for agricultural use will continue to pay their fair share of property taxes, but the County may set aside a portion of those property taxes for open space improvement. The bill would apply only to San Mateo County.

What the bill does: 
AB 2844 recognizes the unique partnership that exists in San Mateo County between agricultural interests and nonprofit land trusts to preserve coastal properties for open space and wildlife habitat. In fact, nearly half of the prime farmland in San Mateo County is owned by nonprofit land trusts. Unfortunately, however, these trusts lack sufficient funds to finance capital improvements and environmental restoration activities that would benefit the public.  

Under existing law, nonprofit land trusts do not usually have to pay property taxes on lands held in trust.  However, when they lease the land for agricultural purposes, the property is taxed at its full market value. The result is that there is little if any net economic gain for the land trust, and little if any incentive to preserve Coastside agricultural uses.

AB 2844 meets San Mateo County’s dual demands for additional funding for the preservation of open space lands, and for restricted use of historic farmlands now held by nonprofit land trusts. It's a win-win.  It allows nonprofit land trusts to enter into an agreement with the County whereby the County can set aside a portion of the property taxes to support open space lands in San Mateo County. 

Staff Contact: Priscilla Ouchida (priscilla.ouchida@asm.ca.gov)
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