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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2954 (Simitian)

Childcare in the General Plan

Summary: 


AB 2954 is designed to address the shortage in affordable child care that has plagued the State (and the South Bay and Midpeninsula in particular) for the past several years. It requires that the Land Use Element of a city or county’s General Plan address the need for child care. The bill applies only to newly adopted General Plans.

What the bill does: 
According to a needs assessment performed by the San Mateo County Child Care Coordinating Council (2000), only 25% of San Mateo County children who need child care are in licensed facilities.  The scarcity of spaces in licensed facilities, along with other factors, has resulted in child care costs in the Silicon Valley rising five times faster than household income over the past seven years. 

Child care facilities often present a challenge to city planners when it comes to siting. Business owners in commercial districts have concerns about children being located next to a business that could later be considered a hazard to the children. And local residents in residential neighborhoods often express concern about traffic and noise impacts that may be associated with some facilities. 

AB 2954 would help ensure the interests of children and the need for child care is addressed from the very start of the planning process. AB 2954 will amend the list of required items a city or county must address in its Land Use Element to include distribution of child care facilities. Examples of other items that currently must be addressed include housing, business, industry, open space, and education.

Staff Contact: Kristina Loquist (kristina.loquist@asm.ca.gov)

COMMITTEES:





CHAIR


Budget Subcommittee on 


Education Finance


Select Committee on Privacy





MEMBER


Appropriations


Budget


Transportation


Utilities & Commerce





Select Committee on 


Air & Water Quality


Select Committee on 


a 10th U.C. Campus








STATE CAPITOL


P.O. BOX 942849


SACRAMENTO, CA  94249-0021


(916) 319-2021


Fax (916) 319-2121





DISTRICT OFFICE


160 Town & Country Village


Palo Alto, CA 94301


(650) 688-6330


Fax (650) 688-6336





E-MAIL


Joe.simitian@asm.ca.gov





WEBSITE


http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a21/








� EMBED WangImage.Document  ���





Assembly


California Legislature











S. JOSEPH SIMITIAN


ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT










Last updated: 12/04/07

_1055578352.bin

