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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 400 (Simitian) 

Community Volunteer Ballot Designation

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 400 recognizes the contributions that volunteers make in our community by allowing those who run for elected office to use the designation of “Community Volunteer” on the ballot. Currently a candidate must designate a principal profession, vocation, or occupation, but may not use the term “Community Volunteer” even though that is his or her principal activity outside the home. 

What the bill does: 
Assembly Bill 400 allows community volunteers running for elected office to be recognized as such on the ballot.  Currently, candidates who are not employed outside the home have a limited choice of ballot designations.  This means that the President of the PTA, League of Women Voters, or other organization, if not employed outside the home and running for office, may chose “mother/father” or “homemaker”, assuming, of course, that the designation is accurate. 

Ballot designations are reviewed by the County Registrar of Voters to determine whether they are permissible under the Election Code.  A member of the public may challenge any ballot designation and the County Registrar of Voters will investigate to determine that it is appropriate. 

According to the California Association of Nonprofits there are 500,000 full time volunteers in California and over 10 million total volunteers.  The California non-profit sector represents roughly 7% of the State’s economic output. 
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