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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 441 (Simitian) 

School Equalization

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 441, introduced by Joe Simitian, provides $40 million to equalize funding in under-funded school districts throughout the State of California. The bill is designed as the first and most important step towards ensuring that every youngster in the state is funded at the 90th percentile of school funding.

What the bill does: 

This bill seeks to reduce disparities in the level of funding received by the schools in the state. 40 million dollars will serve as a first step towards decreasing the funding inequities suffered by the schools. It is known that unequal funding results in unequal opportunities provided to the students of lower funded school districts and especially because the difference in base revenue limit funding around the State has been seen to be nearly $4,000.

The bill has been passed as a small segment of the ultimate goal to fully fund revenue limit equalization at the 90% target. It seeks to compute an equalization formula so that lower-funded school districts will receive at least as much funding (base revenue limit) per student as the top 10% of school districts throughout the State by the 2006-07 fiscal year.  It is a bill that seeks to avoid any long term consequences caused by funding inequities in the past and also to diminish the disparities that exists today in the funds provided to the schools.
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