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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 953 (Simitian) 

Park and Open Space Districts

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 953, sponsored by the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (MROSD), will make it easier for the District to preserve open space on the Midpeninsula. AB 953 is designed to help facilitate open space preservation and reduce administrative burdens and costs for the MROSD and the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District (SCAPOSD). 

What the bill does:
AB 953 provides that a park or open space district may exchange interests in real property (e.g., an easement) in addition to real property for the same purposes and with the same restrictions. As development pressures continue to escalate on the Midpeninsula, it’s important to give open-space districts the flexibility and tools they need to facilitate conservation. A unanimous vote of the governing board is required to execute an exchange.


To reduce the administrative burden and expense of entering into small contracts, the bill also provides the MROSD and the SCAPOSD with the authority to increase the amount of a contract the Executive Director may enter into on his/her own authority. By reducing administrative costs, more resources can be devoted to open space preservation.  The bill caps the maximum amount of such a contract at $25,000 and requires pre-approval by the governing board and reporting of  such expenditures at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Staff Contact: Kristina Loquist (kristina.loquist@asm.ca.gov)
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