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Fact Sheet: Senate Bill 28 (Simitian)
Highway Cell Phone Use
SB 28 is designed to improve compliance with existing distracted driving laws.  Specifically, the bill would:
· Increase the base fines for violation of the hands free cell phone and texting-while-driving laws from $20 to $50 for a first offense, and from $50 to $100 for subsequent offenses;

· Make a violation of the hands free cell phone law, the texting law, or the teen safety law a driver’s license “point” on a second or subsequent offense;

· Apply these distracted driving laws to bicyclists at a lower total fine level of $20 for a first offense, and $50 for each subsequent offense;

· Use a portion of the increased fine revenue to establish and fund a cell phone related distracted driving education program in the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS); and,

· Allow the state to qualify for anticipated federal funding on cell phone related distracted driving. 

NEED FOR THE BILL:

Compliance with the existing laws has been good, but it could be better (some estimates place compliance at about 60% with the hands free law).  Following the passage of California’s hands free law, CHP data indicates a roughly 20 percent reduction in both fatalities and collisions, as well as a nearly 50 percent reduction in distracted driving accidents where the identified distraction was a handheld cell phone.  Establishing a public awareness program and enhancing penalties will improve compliance and provide a more meaningful deterrent.
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