
[image: image1.png]



Fact Sheet: Senate Bill 19 (Simitian)
California’s Comprehensive Education Data System
Senate Bill 19: Summary
Legislation is needed to enact the statutory changes necessary to ensure eligibility for the Race to the Top program, as well as aid in California’s ability to compete for the federal stimulus funds directed at state-level longitudinal data systems.  With regard to the latter, if California receives an award, it will aid in the data system development work necessary to  support a culture of continuous improvement as envisioned by the report entitled, “Framework for a Comprehensive Education Data System in California” by McKinsey & Company.  

The federal stimulus funds consist of two pots: (1) the $4.5 billion Race to the Top fund; and (2) the $250 million Institute of Education Sciences competitive grant program for state-level longitudinal data systems.  The federal guidance indicated a number of changes needed to our statutes, which are included in SB 19 as enrolled:

· Delete existing language in state law which could be deemed by the federal government as preventing the use of pupil data in teacher assignment and evaluation.

· Provide improved clarity about system linkages between K-12 and pre-K, and between K-12 and higher education, to ensure the state longitudinal data system is P-20 comprehensive as per federal requirements.

· Authorize the use of federal stimulus funds to fund the costs of the Chief Information Officer to prepare a technical plan to link statewide information systems and education data.  The bill also provides (a) improved clarity to the CIO about the content of the plan and (b) a four-month extension of the due date of the plan (from September 1, 2009 to January 1, 2010).
· Codify the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to ensure the state’s longitudinal data system fully complies with the 12 elements of a longitudinal data system, per federal requirements.
Support


Advancement Project


Bay Area Council

California ACORN
Californians for Justice
California School Boards Association


Children Now

Education Trust-West


Fight Crime: Invest in Kids

League of Women Voters

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce

PICO California

Preschool California

Public Advocates
R.E.A.L Coalition (Regional Economic Assn Leaders of CA)

Opposition

None

Additional Background

California has embarked on a multi-year multi-step process to establish a comprehensive education data system.  Beginning with SB 1453 in 2002 (Alpert; Chapter 1453), the state authorized the creation of the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) to provide school districts and the Department with the data to comply with the federal reporting requirements under NCLB.  Additionally, CALPADS is intended to: (1) improve the evaluation of educational progress and investments over time; (2) provide school districts with information that can be used to improve pupil achievement; and (3) provide an efficient, flexible, secure means of maintaining longitudinal statewide pupil level data.  Full roll out of the CALPADS will occur in the 2009-10 school year.  

In 2006, SB 1614 (Simitian; Chapter 840) authorized the creation of the California Longitudinal Teacher Integrated Data Education System (CALTIDES) to: (1) identify workforce trends, including mobility, retention and attrition; (2) identify future needs regarding the teacher workforce; (3) provide high quality program evaluations, including those of teacher preparation and professional development programs; (4) promote the efficient monitoring of teacher assignment by local school districts and the state, as required by state and federal law; (5) provide a repository of information to help develop and review state policy; and (6) provide specific teacher information, such as age profiles of teachers in the workforce and patterns of in-service education for teachers.  CDE currently expects to award the CALTIDES vendor contract in July 2009 with the commencement of the vendor contract in January 2010.  Rollout is planned for the 2011-12 school year.

In 2008, SB 1298 (Simitian; Chapter 561), the Education Data and Information Act of 2008, was signed into law.  The bill established processes by which local education agencies and public institutions of higher education issue, maintain, and report information using the unique state wide student identifiers required under current law.  The bill: (a) convened a high-level working group to make recommendations with respect to the best governance structure for the data system, (b) directed the CIO to prepare a strategy plan outlining a clear path for technical implementation, and (c) required the various education segments to begin using a common student identifier to ensure that, once a governance structure and technical architecture are in place, records can be linked from pre-K through the university.  

With regard to the CIO’s role under SB 1298, the Governor’s proposed 2009-10 budget requested $2 million General Fund to enable the CIO to comply with its requirements under SB 1298.  Without prejudice, the $2 million allocation was not included in the February budget and was instead placed on the list of items to be considered by the budget subcommittees in spring 2009.  In its general government budget analysis, the LAO noted that given the state’s fiscal condition, committing the requested General Fund resources for a strategic plan at this time may not be the Legislature’s highest prior​ity.  Further, the LAO noted that the federal economic stimulus package may contain funds for states to imple​ment education data systems, such as that envisioned by SB 1298, and therefore withheld recommendation on the administration’s proposal pending more information on the availability of federal funds.  (p. 34, http://www.lao.ca.gov/analysis_2009/general_govt/gengov_anl09.pdf)  
The LAO has determined that California could receive funding for education technology via a competitive state-level grant intended to enhance statewide longitudinal student data systems. (http://www.lao.ca.gov/handouts/education/2009/Federal_Stimulus_Funding_for_K-12_Ed_031809.pdf p. 8, March 18, 2009 LAO Report entitled, “Federal Stimulus Funding For K-12 Education”)
In December 2008, the McKinsey “Framework for a Comprehensive Education Data System in California: Unlocking the Power of Data to Continually Improve Public Education” (http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/pc/documents/yr08mckinsey1218.pdf) report was issued to provide the state with a long-term implementation plan for its comprehensive education data system.  The report proposes an incremental three-step process based on the state’s existing work on CALPADS.  Before broader, more comprehensive steps are taken, however, McKinsey recommends that the state should “enhance the quality, accessibility, and use of K-12 data.”  This report provides a number of programmatic options that could be funded with the expected federal stimulus funds, dependent on the parameters of the detailed federal guidance.
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