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September 18, 2009

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California
State Capitol, First Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 19 – Education Data

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

Senate Bill 19 enacts changes to our education data system-related statutes in order to ensure eligibility for the Race to the Top program, as well as aid in our ability to compete for the federal funds directed at state-level longitudinal data systems.  This has been my intent with this measure since it was introduced in December of 2008; and, with the issuance of the federal guidance on July 29 of this year, SB 19 now contains the appropriate statutory changes.

Most significantly, SB 19 deletes the sentence in statute that could be deemed by the federal government as preventing the use of pupil data in teacher evaluation. Without this change, California could be deemed ineligible to compete for Race to the Top funds. 

The controversy about this sentence is, quite frankly, a tempest in a teapot; existing language has no impact on local education agencies’ ability to use data for purposes of teacher evaluation. However, given the federal interpretation, rather than prolong the debate about this sentence, in my judgment we need to act now to repeal the sentence. 
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The sooner we can put this issue to rest, the sooner we can focus our collective attention in the special session on making informed choices for our schools and children, and making further changes to our statutes to position the state to successfully compete for Race to the Top funds.

Senate Bill 19 also refines portions of the Education Code added by my SB 1298 last year (Chapter 561, 2008).  Specifically, SB 19 provides improved clarity about system linkages between K-12 and pre-K, and between K-12 and higher education, to ensure the state’s data system is P-20 comprehensive. This will better position the state to compete for the federal Institute for Education Sciences $250 million competitive grant fund for state level longitudinal data systems. 
In this same vein, SB 19 provides improved clarity to the Chief Information Officer about the content of the linkages workgroup report is it statutorily responsible for providing. This bill also provides the CIO with a four-month extension of the due date of the report (from September 1, 2009 to January 1, 2010).

Finally, SB 19 codifies the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to ensure our longitudinal data system fully complies with the twelve elements of the America Competes Act, per the federal requirements.

In sum, SB 19 ensures that California will be eligible for the Race to the Top program, as well as aid in our ability to compete for the federal funds directed at state-level longitudinal data systems. Making these changes now takes the first essential step, thereby allowing us to focus in the special session on the unique opportunity presented by the Race to the Top competition – the potential to usher in a period of bold and far-reaching structural reform of our state’s K-12 public education system.  

There is no opposition to this bill, and it is supported by a broad coalition of organizations, including Education Trust-West, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, League of Women Voters, Bay Area Council, and R.E.A.L. Coalition (Regional Economic Association Leaders of California).
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In closing, it is important to emphasize once again that absent these changes California may not be eligible to compete for Race to the Top funds.

I respectfully request your signature on Senate Bill 19.

Sincerely,

S. Joseph Simitian
State Senator, Eleventh District

cc: 
Michael Prosio, Legislative Secretary and Deputy Chief of Staff

Paul Navarro, Deputy Legislative Secretary


Glen Thomas, Secretary of Education
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