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Fact Sheet: Senate Bill 317 (Simitian)
As amended April 6, 2009
Fire Alarm Device Collection Act of 2009
SB 317: Summary

This bill would require manufacturers of fire alarms, including ionizing fire alarms which contain radioactive material and other materials that are best recycled and not thrown away, to provide consumers with information, through the use of a toll-free telephone number and/or Web site labeled on the device and included in the device’s packaging, that describes where and how to return, recycle, and dispose of the fire alarm device. 
Need for the Bill 


Although most radioactive material is controlled by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, low levels of radioactive material within certain products are mostly tolerated with little oversight or regulation regarding their proper disposal. These products often end up in landfills posing both an environmental and a public health hazard. The National Fire Protection Agency has strongly suggested that both ionizing and traditional photoelectric smoke detection systems be used in all buildings and many communities nationwide have mandated the use of both types of smoke detector in the home through ordinance and regulation. Thus the impending proliferation of ionizing smoke detectors when coupled with the many already in our midst demand that we sustainably address the issue of disposing these potentially toxic and dangerous items. 
What the Bill Does
· Requires that every manufacturer of a fire alarm device that is marketed, distributed, offered for sale, or sold  in California must provide information as to how to recycle, reuse or dispose of that product; and,
· Requires that aforementioned information be posted on a website and/or on a toll-free telephone number; and,

· Requires that instructions on how to reach the informational material be clearly marked on the device and in its packaging. 
Staff Contacts: Caroll Mortensen or Anand Parikh; (916) 651-4011 or caroll.mortensen@sen.ca.gov & anand.parikh@sen.ca.gov   
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