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Fact Sheet: Senate Bill 445 (Simitian)
Library Records
Senate Bill 445 is designed to update existing library privacy law:
· Existing law protects an individual’s privacy right in connection with their ‘circulation’ records. Items such as hard copy books, magazines and periodicals are most commonly identified in circulation records.
· This bill extends the statutory privacy protection to include  online library resources, including but not limited to: text messages, online chat, e-books and e-mail.
NEED FOR THE BILL:
Individuals interact with libraries in a variety of ways; many no longer only read books that ‘circulate’.  The public often uses libraries and their online resources to explore personal, sensitive topics such as physical abuse, addiction or medical conditions; they should be able to do this without worrying that their privacy will be compromised.
Staff Contact: Melissa Figueroa; (916) 651-4011 or melissa.figueroa@sen.ca.gov 
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